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FEDERAL  POWER  COMMISSION 

[  18  CFR  Part  141] 

[Docket  No.  RM76-30] 

CORPORATE  AND  FINANCIAL  REPORT  FOR 

CLASS  C  AND  CLASS  D  ELECTRIC  UTIL¬ 
ITIES  AND  LICENSEES 

Proposed  New  Form  No.  163 

August  13,  1976. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  pursuant  to  the 
Administrative  Procedure  Act,  5  U.S.C. 
553  and  sections  3(13),  4(a),  4(b),  4(c), 
301(a),  302(a),  304,  309,  311  and  312  of 
the  Federal  Power  Act,  as  amended,  (41 
Stat.  1064,  1065;  49  Stat.  839,  840,  854, 
855,  856,  858,  859,  860,  16  U.S.C.  796(13), 
797(a),  797(b),  797(c),  825(a),  825a(a), 
825c (b) ,  825c(c).  825h,  825j,  825k),  that 
the  Commission  proposes  to  add  §  141.65 
to  Part  141  of  the  Approved  Forms  under 
the  Federal  Power  Act  to  provide  that 
new  FPC  Form  No.  163  be  required  for 
reporting.  Proposed  new  Form  No.  163 
would  be  entitled,  “Corporate  and  Finan¬ 
cial  Report  for  Class  C  and  Class  D  Elec¬ 
tric  Utilities  and  Licensees.” 

During  the  period  of  critical  energy 
needs,  such  as  the  nation  is  currently 
experiencing,  the  public  interest  requires 
that  the  Commission  have  available  to  it 
current  and  continuing  information  on 
the  operations  of  industrial  companies 
generating  electric  energy.  The  interests 
of  those  industrial  companies  regulated 
by  the  Commission  also  require  efficient 
and  progressive  means  of  regulation. 

On  September  26,  1973,  in  Docket  No. 
Rr-438,  the  Commission  issued  Order  No. 
494,  amending  Part  2,  Chapter  I,  Title 
18  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations 
and  setting  forth  Commission  policy  for 
the  development  of  a  fully  automated 
computer  regulatory  system  to  provide 
such  information.  When  developed  and 
fully  operative,  the  system  will  provide 
prompt  and  ready  access  to  data  con¬ 
tained  in  a  central  electronic  data  bank, 
eliminating  the  duplication  of  informa¬ 
tion  now  collected  and  reducing  the 
quantity  of  existing  manual  files.  This 
system  will  not  only  facilitate  the 
evaluation  and  analysis  of  all  data,  but 
it  will  also  accommodate  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  new  regulatory  techniques. 

In  Order  No.  494,  the  Commission 
stated  that  all  existing  “hard  copy”  pub¬ 
lic  use  forms  would  be  redesigned  and 
consolidated  to  eliminate  redundancies 
and  that  instructions  for  reporting  would 
be  clarified  by  use  of  Electronic  Data 
Processing  (EDP)  Technology.  Public  use 
form  information,  as  it  is  presently  sub¬ 
mitted,  will  be  replaced  by  the  submis¬ 
sion  of  individual  data  elements  within 
a  general  data  element  and  code  scheme. 
It  is  anticipated  that  this  major  system 
revision  will  result  in  the  reduction  of 
the  total  number  of  data  items  currently 
transmitted  to  the  Commission  by  the 
respondents. 

In  Order  No.  494,  the  Commission  fur¬ 
ther  stated  that  the  development  of  the 
automated  computer  information  system 
would  be  effected  through  the  use  of 
phased  rulemaking  proceedings  in  which 
various  Commission  reporting  procedures 
and  report  forms  would  be  restructured. 


To  this  end,  Form  No.  163  is  designed  to 
incorporate  into  a  readily  retrievable 
data  processing  system  the  corporate  in¬ 
formation  and  financial  data  currently 
submitted  on  FPC  Form  No.  IF.1 

It  is  proposed  herein  that  the  Annual 
Report  Form  No.  IF  would  be  subdivided 
into  two  separate  and  distinct  reporting 
portions.  The  corporate  information  and 
financial  data  portion  would  be  embodied 
in  a  new  report  Form  No.  163  under  a 
new  reporting  system,  which  is  discussed 
further  in  this  rulemaking.  The  operation 
data  portion  would  be  incorporated  under 
a  separate  report  system  and  will  be  t^e 
subject  of  a  separate  rulemaking. 

The  general  changes  which  are  being 
proposed  to  the  Commission’s  reporting 
requirements  for  the  new  report  Form 
No.  163  are  as  follows: 

1.  For  the  most  part,  the  requirements 
for  all  beginning  of  year  figures  (or  end 
of  previous  year  figures)  and  all  compar¬ 
ison  figures  (increases/decreases  and 
previous  year/month  figures)  have  been 
eliminated. 

2.  Duplicative  data  elements  (data  ele¬ 
ments  appearing  on  more  than  one 
schedule)  have  been  eliminated  to  the 
extent  feasible. 

3.  The  filing  requirement  for  certain 
information  that  experiences  little 
change  from  year  to  year  (often  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  fixed  data)  is  proposed  to  be 
reported  completely  in  the  initial  sub¬ 
mission,  with  only  changed  values  being 
reported  in  subsequent  submissions. 

In  addition  to  the  changes  described 
above,  the  Commission’s  filing  require¬ 
ments  contained  in  the  proposed  Form 
No.  163  have  been  arranged,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  achieving  more  efficiency  in  the 
collection  process.  Respondents  would 
be  asked  to  utilize  newly  established  ac¬ 
count  numbers  as  a  supplement  to  the 
accounts  contained  in  the  Uniform  Sys¬ 
tems  of  Accounts  for  reporting  purposes. 
Respondents  would  not  be  required  to 
maintain  these  new  accounts  in  their 
books  of  accounts  or  in  their  recordkeep¬ 
ing  system. 

Specific  details  of  the  proposed  re¬ 
porting  scheme  and  related  procedures 
are  included  as  separate  attachments  to 
this  rulemaking  as  follows: 

Attachment  A  contains  general  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  preparation  and 
submission  of  public  use  schedules. 
Specifically,  the  attachment  covers  the 
administrative  background,  standard 
definitions,  general  procedures  for 
schedule  preparation,  rules  for  data 
preparation,  data  maintenance  activi¬ 
ties,  and  data  keying  and  verification  in¬ 
structions,  all  known  as  Level  I  instruc¬ 
tions. 

Attachment  B  contains  general  sub¬ 
ject  instructions  for  corporate  and  fi¬ 
nancial  schedules.  Specifically,  the  at¬ 
tachment  covers  general  information 
surrounding  corporate  and  financial 
schedules,  respondent  coverage,  stand¬ 
ard  definitions  and  codes,  and  general 
Instructions,  all  known  as  Level  n  in¬ 
structions. 


1  18  CFR  1*1.2  (1876). 


Attachment  C  contains  detailed  in¬ 
structions  for  each  specific  schedule  to 
be  submitted  by  the  respondent,  all 
known  as  Level  III  instructions. 

Attachment  D  is  a  comparison  and 
cross  reference  list.  This  list  cross  ref¬ 
erences  current  reporting  requirements 
with  that  proposed,  at  the  same  time  de¬ 
scribing  additions,  deletions,  and  other 
pecularities  related  to  the  changeover. 

Attachments  E  are  data  standards. 

Attachment  F  contains  a  sample  of 
schedules  to  be  submitted  by  the  re¬ 
spondent. 

It  is  anticipated  that  a  one-year 
period  of  parallel  reporting  will  be  re¬ 
quired  for  system  evaluation.  Assuming 
successful  operation  of  the  new  system 
within  such  time  period,  the  present 
Form  No.  IF  for  these  respondents  would 
then  be  eliminated. 

All  data  and  information  submitted 
pursuant  to  this  new  form  would  be  re¬ 
quired  to  be  subscribed  and  verified  by 
a  duly  authorized  executive  officer  of 
the  respondent  as  being  factually  ac¬ 
curate  and  complete  to  the  best  of  his  or 
her  knowledge  according  to  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  rules  of  practice  and  proce¬ 
dures  (18  CFR,  Part  1) .  An  original  and 
four  copies  of  each  completed  Form  No. 
163  would  be  required  to  be  sent  to  the 
Federal  Power  Commission. 

The  Commission  is  considering  the 
possibility  of  making  available,  through 
the  Office  of  Public  Information,  copies 
of  the  input  schedules  as  received,  copies 
of  verified  hard  copy  printouts  of  the 
input  schedules,  and  hard  copy  print¬ 
outs  of  certain  financial  statements  in  a 
format  similar  to  pages  of  the  current 
public  use  forms. 

Any  interested  person  may  submit  to 
the  Federal  Power  Commission,  825 
North  Capitol  Street,  NE,  Washington, 
D.C.  20426,  to  be  received  no  later  than 
October  8,  1976,  data,  views,  coments  or 
suggestions  in  writing  concerning  all  or 
part  of  the  proposed  forms.  Written  sub¬ 
mittals  will  be  placed  in  the  Commis¬ 
sion’s  public  files  and  will  be  available 
for  public  inspection  at  the  Commis¬ 
sion's  Office  of  Public  Information,  Room 
1000,  825  North  Capitol  Street,  NE, 
Washington,  D.C.  20426,  during  regular 
business  hours.  The  Commission  will 
consider  all  such  written  submittals  be¬ 
fore  acting  on  the  matters  herein  pro¬ 
posed.  An  original  and  14  conformed 
copies  should  be  filed  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commission.  Submittals  to  the 
Commission  should  indicate  the  name, 
title,  mailing  address  and  telephone 
number  of  the  person  to  whom  communi¬ 
cations  concerning  the  proposal  should 
be  addressed,  and  whether  the  person 
filing  them  requests  a  conference  with 
the  staff  of  the  Federal  Power  Commis¬ 
sion  to  discuss  the  proposed  form.  The 
staff,  in  its  discretion,  may  grant  or  deny 
written  requests  for  conference  prior  or 
subsequent  to  the  filing  of  formal  sub¬ 
mittals. 

In  order  to  expedite  and  assist  the 
Commission  in  its  review  and  analysis 
of  the  comments  it  receives,  all  such 
submittals  are  to  be  presented  according 
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to  response  codes.  Each  segment  of  a  respondent’s  comments  is  to  be  headed  by 
one  of  the  following  code  numbers. 

Response  code : 

A.  Compliance  burden : 

01  1.  Costs  of  Implementing  proposed  program. 

02  2.  Time  frame  expected. 

03  3.  Cost — manhours  aspect. 

B.  Comments  with  respect  to  the  following  considerations: 

04  1.  Hardware 

05  2.  Software 

06  3.  Schedule  design  or  layouts 

07  4.  Media 

08  5.  Preparation  difficulties 

09  6.  Certification 

10  7.  Others. 

C.  Specific  schedule  comments : 

11  1.  Field  size 

12  2.  Field  title 

13  3.  Addition  of  a  field 

14  4.  Deletion  of  a  field 

15  5.  Addition  of  data  elements 

16  6.  Data  standards 

17  7.  Deletion  of  data  elements 

18  8.  Clarity  of  presentation 

19  9.  Instruction  narrative 

20  10.  Combine  schedules  with  other  (s) 

21  11.  Add  or  delete  schedule 

22  D.  Duplicate  reporting  plan. 

23  E.  Acceptability  for  Federal  and  State  use. 

24  F.  Acceptability  for  general  public  use. 

G.  General  reaction: 

25  1.  Support  the  principles  and  purposes  of  the  proposal 

26  2.  No  objections  to  the  principles  and  purposes  of  the  proposals  but  offering 

suggestions  regarding  Implementation. 

27  3.  Oppose  and  disagree  with  the  principles  and  purposes. 

28  H.  Other 


The  proposed  amendments  to  Part  141 
of  the  Commission’s  Approved  Forms 
under  the  Federal  Power  Act  would  be 
issued  pursuant  to  the  authority  granted 
the  Federal  Power  Commission  by  the 
Federal  Power  Act,  as  amended,  par¬ 
ticularly  sections  3(13),  4(a),  4(b),  4(c), 
301(a),  302(a),  304,  309,  311  and  312  (41 
Stat.  1064-1065;  49  Stat.  839,  840,  854, 
855,  856,  858,  859,  860;  16  U.S.C.  796(13), 
797(a),  797(b),  797(0  ,  825(a),  825a(a), 
-  825c(b) ,  825c(c) ,  825h,  825j,  825k) . 

Effective  for  the  reporting  year  1976, 
the  Commission  proposes  to  amend  Part 
141,  Statements  and  Reports  (Sched¬ 
ules),  in  Subchapter  D— Approved 
Forms,  Federal  Power  Act,  Chapter  I, 
Title  18  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regula¬ 
tions  by  adding  a  new  section  141.65 
prescribing  new  FPC  Form  No.  163 — 
Corporate  and  financial  report  for  Class 
C  and  Class  D  electric  utilities  and  licen¬ 
sees,  in  the  form  set  out  in  Attachment  F 
hereto.  New  section  141.65  will  read  as 
follows: 

§  141.65  Form  No.  163— Corporate  and 
financial  report  for  Class  C  and  Class 
D  electric  utilities  and  licensees. 

(a)  The  form  of  the  report  for  Class  C 
and  D  electric  utilities  and  licensees,  des¬ 
ignated  herein  as  FPC  Form  No.  163,  is 
prescribed  for  the  reporting  year  1976 
and  thereafter. 

(b)  Each  public  utility  or  licensee  as 
defined  in  Section  3  of  the  Federal  Power 
Act  which  is  included  in  Class  C  or  Class 
D  as  defined  in  the  Commission’s  Uni¬ 
form  System  of  Accounts  prescribed  for 
public  utilities  and  licensees  (other  than 


Federal  projects  filing  under  §  141.66) 
shall  prepare  and  file  with  the  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  year  beginning  January  1, 
1976,  or  subsequently  during  the  calen¬ 
dar  year  1976  if  its  established  fiscal 
year  is  other  than  the  calendar  year,  and 
for  each  year  thereafter,  on  or  before 
the  last  day  of  the  third  month  follow¬ 
ing  the  close  of  the  calendar  year  or  other 
established  fiscal  year,  an  original  and 
four  conformed  copies  of  the  above-des¬ 
ignated  FPC  Form  No.  163,  all  properly 
filled  out  and  verified.  One  copy  of  said 
report  should  be  retained  by  the  corre¬ 
spondent  in  its  files. 

(c)  The  report  contains  the  following 
schedules: 

General  Corporate  Information. 

Control  over  Respondents. 

Corporations  Controlled  by  Respondent. 
Corporate  Offlcers/Dlrectors. 

Security  Holders  and  Voting  Powers — Total. 
Security  Holders  and  Voting  Power. 

Notes  to  Security  Holders  and  Voting  Power. 
Annual  Notes  to  Financial  Data. 

List  of  Accounts — Part  m. 

Capital  Stock. 

Long  Terms  Debt. 

Investment  Tax  Credits. 

Plant  In  Service  or  All  Utility  Plants. 
Operating  Revenues. 

Detailed  Accounts  Data — Part  I  through  III. 
Accumulated  Provisions  for  Depreciation — 
Deletion  and  Amortization  of  Utility. 

The  Secretary  shall  cause  prompt 
publication  of  this  notice  to  be  made  in 
the  Federal  Register. 

By  direction  of  the  Commission. 

Kenneth  F.  Plumb, 

Secretary. 
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